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Older people from across
Sandwell flocked
to the annual Agewell
Conference on 10th
October 2006 for a
day of discussion and
debate plus lots of fun.

Titled ‘Whose Decision Is It Anyway?’
the Conference looked in detail at
the Age Discrimination Act which
came into force on 1st October 2006,
along with the Mental Capacity Act
which will come into force from 1st
April 2007, and aimed to explain
more about these complex policies
in a lively, interactive way.

As ever, the Conference proved
extremely popular and delegates
packed the hall at the Bethel
Convention Centre in West Bromwich.

Following a welcome from Agewell
Chair, John Allen MBE, the Mayor of
Sandwell, Councillor Sadie Smith
declared the Conference officially
open with the words “I’m glad
our generation is known as the
awkward squad!”

She explained that Agewell covers a
huge spectrum of ages from 50
upwards, and everyone is asking

questions, which is the sign of a
healthy society. She believes it’s
important for older people to make
their voices heard, just as the
Conference delegates are doing.

Agewell were delighted that a group of
sixth formers from Manor High School,

Friar Park were able to attend the
Conference for the first time,
interacting with delegates and
finding out more about the issues
which are important to them.
Many of the students are keen to
work with older people in the future.

WWhhoossee  ddeecciissiioonn  iiss  iitt  aannyywwaayy??
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of delegates think Sandwell Council
services have improved over the
past year.

of delegates think that health
services for older people in Sandwell
have improved over the past year

of delegates do not believe their
views are valued by Sandwell
Council services

of delegates do not believe their
views are valued by the Health
Service in Sandwell
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Your ViewsYour Views

This is what you thought…

It’s important to gain the views of delegates to find out whether

the Conference covered the issues you wanted to discuss and

to see how we could have improved it further. All delegates were

invited to fill in a questionnaire at the end of the Conference and

86 people took up the opportunity.

Most of you couldn’t

come up with anything we could have 

improved on. Others suggested having more events

in the community, staging more workshops, including

more interactive bits and introducing a question time

with the speakers

The three top things

you enjoyed most were the presentations

by the speakers, the Extend gentle exercise and the

food! Delegates also enjoyed meeting people and

using the keypads to give instant feedback.

You all said you’d learnt a lot

including details of the Age Discrimination Act

and the Mental Capacity Act, where to go for help,

information about the PCT and more

about Agewell

79% thought the

presentations were good

81% thought the

Conference was either

very good or good

We also asked the professionals who

are providing services for older people

for their views on the Conference.

They said they had learnt about the

increasing power of older people and

that the authorities are listening to

older people and to Agewell.


